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February 25, 2021
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

It’s been a long while since we last had our corporate worship. Because we clearly understand
the meaning of worship, we long to resume such discipline in our lives earnestly. Worship came from
the original word “worthship”; to worship God is to ascribe the proper worth to God, to magnify His
worthiness of praise, or to approach God as He is worthy.

Believers are expected to participate regularly in corporate worship as commanded in
Hebrews 10:25: “not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging
one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” “Meeting together” means to worship
God in the presence of other believers. There are good reasons for the broadcast and tape recording
of church worship, but none includes the idea of substituting media ministry for church attendance by
those who are able.

Christianity focuses on community relationship. The New Testament describes the church as
“body”, “building” and “household”, each speaks of the relationship between individual units and a
larger whole. To experience Christianity on an individual level only will needlessly miss much of the
blessings and power of God. Corporate worship brings together God’s word, adoration, prayer,
fellowship, discipleship, service and outreach, and so makes for the greatest means of God’s perpetual
grace in the Christian life.

In addition to following God’s instructions, we are also observing the guidelines set by the
state and health agency. The State of California has already canceled its stay-at-home mandate and
revised its policy regarding in-person indoor worship service after the Supreme Court ruled in favor
of the churches. Now churches are free to worship corporately with a 25% capacity. The local Health
agency has also updated the coronavirus numbers for positivity rate and cases per 100k; it showed a
significant drop in numbers and demonstrated a continuous downward trend since January.

Listed below is a general overview of our “coming back” plan. Most of our congregations
will welcome those who desire and are ready to come back effective March 7, 2021. With a few
exceptions, due to special circumstances, our East Lansing campus, Cerritos Cantonese congregation,
and Kairos congregation will start their in-person worship on March 6, March 28, and April 4
respectively. For more details, expect a communication from your congregation pastors.

1. CDC and other health agencies’ protocol guidelines will strictly observed, including 3W’s:
Wear mask, wash hands and watch your distance. Besides, we will implement temperature
checks at the entrance, sanitizers for clergy and parishioners, one-way directional signs for
ingress and egress, application of high-grade disinfectant after each service, each bathroom
is limited to 2 persons at a time, and other procedures.

2. Worship services will continue to be streamed online on our YouTube channel for those who
are unable or not ready to join for corporate worship. Printed bulletins will not be distributed,
but will be available at our website (www.fecc.us).

3. Offering bags will not be passed around. Tithes and offerings may be deposited in the
offering box within the worship centers. Online giving is also made possible through Venmo,
tithe.ly and bill pay through your bank.

4. Sunday School classes, prayer meetings, fellowships, discipleship training and other
activities will continue to be held online over zoom. Sunday Fellowship (Agape) lunch will
not resume at this present time.

Let’s remind ourselves of Paul’s admonition: “I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling
you have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love Do
not fall into the reproach and snare of the devil whose primary scheme is to create disharmony and
destroy God’s church. And so, “whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” (Col. 3:17). Moreover, “whatever you
do, do all for the glory of God.” (1 Cor. 10:31)

May the Lord rekindle our spiritual fire and keep it burning!
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